Cradle to Cradle at Lowlands

Michael Braungart, chemist and advocate of the Cradle to Cradle approach, spoke at the Lowlands festival in Biddinghuizen on August 19th, invited by Coolpolitics as part of Lowlands University. Youth Worldconnector Leontien Peeters, member of our New Scarcities working group, visited the lecture in preparation of a special publication.

In Lowlands’ Echo tent, Michael Braungart delivered an academic lecture as part of the fourth annual Lowlands University, organised by Coolpolitics. This special university’s motto: the professor as a pop star. Braungart played the part. In the 45 minutes allotted to him, he outlined his theories, gave lots of examples and most importantly, called for action. He argued that it makes no sense to try and reduce your ecological footprint: it will only make you a little less bad. The logical conclusion of such an approach is that you can only feel good about yourself by disappearing completely from the planet. Braungart sees this as lack of respect for humanity on the part of climate gurus like Al Gore.  Instead, he calls for a positive approach in designing a product or process, by making sure the end result is a starting point for a new cycle.

Cradle to Cradle, as Braungart explains, is about proper design and incentives that work. In an interesting example, Braungart proposed shoe manufacturers should sell a ‘foot mobility protection plan’ rather than just a pair of shoes. The shoes would have an expiration date and returning them is part of the deal. They would obviously be made of non-toxic materials and reusable for the production of new shoes or something completely different. The net effect of this process is pluses on all sides: the environment doesn’t suffer, no scarce resources are wasted and manufacturers have an incentive to use the best materials rather than the cheapest.

Leontien Peeters attended the lecture to find inspiration for an upcoming publication. She and four other Youth Worldconnectors are writing an article for a special Earth Charter section in what is called a ‘Bulkboek’: a book for secundary education students, printed as a tabloid newspaper. With 100.000 copies, this special ‘Bulkboek’ on the planet and its future includes articles by Wangaari Maathai and Michail Gorbachev. The Youth Worldconnectors fill up a special section, making references to the Earth Charter and presenting the work of the Round Table along the way.

More information: www.coolpolitics.nl

